Diamond Light Source Ltd

Diamond Light Source is a new synchrotron and a leading scientific facility of its type in the world. Located on the Harwell Science and Innovation Campus in South Oxfordshire, we will host research facilities supporting cutting edge research in all fields of science. 
Postdoctoral Research Assistant - Beamline I19 Ref: DIA0433/SB
Salary: Circa £25k
3 Year / Fixed Term
The position will be based on Beamline I19 at Diamond, which is designed for small-molecule single-crystal diffraction using an intense x-ray beam (5-30 keV) to study the structural properties of materials in detail. The successful applicant will work on this state-of-the art beamline which is designed to study small and weakly diffracting crystals, for time resolved studies, for anomalous dispersion studies and for studies involving complex crystallography. The beamline will become operational in October 2008.
Suitable candidates should be familiar with the principles of synchrotron x-ray single-crystal diffraction, and he/she should have a strong interest in a specific area of materials science, physics, chemistry, earth sciences, engineering and pharmaceuticals. The position will involve some participation in beamline commissioning and development. Experience of single-crystal diffraction instrumentation and methodology, structure solution and refinement would be an advantage.
The selected candidate will participate in individual or collaborative research activities on the beamline, and elsewhere, with the specific remit of developing a research theme involving structural changes induced by variation of temperature or pressure or through photoexcitation. He/She will assist the beamline staff to maintain the beamline including the end-station, and to provide occasional user support. The candidate must be prepared to work flexibly and should be available to carry out occasional out-of-hours duties. 
We offer a competitive salary (dependant upon skills, qualifications and experience), comprehensive benefits, an index-linked pension scheme and flexible working hours. 
For further information and an application form please visit our website: http://www.diamond.ac.uk/Jobs/CurrentVacancies/Scientific/DIA0433.htm
Closing date: 1st August 2008. 

